
 

 

Bulletin Number: 005 Date:  23/12/2009 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and 
peaceful Xmas, and prosperous New Year! 

 

Horse Plaits 

Over the last few months, we have received up to 30 reports of either manes being 
plaited or rugs being interfered with! It has been widely thought by many, that this 

practice was to identify horses for theft! To date, still no thefts…  

Dorset Police have there own theory, see below….! 

Magickal horse-mane braids mystery solved by 
Dorset warlock 

After consulting with a warlock, police in Dorset have concluded that the mysterious 
plaits (braids) that have been appearing in horse's manes are part of "knot magick" 
rituals. As many as 12 horses have been braided.  

 
PC Tim Poole, who has investigated the incidents, said: "We have some 

very good information from a warlock that this is part of a white magic ritual and is to do 

with knot magick."  
"It would appear that for people of this belief, knot magick is used when they want to cast a spell. 
Some of the gods they worship have a strong connection to horses so if they have a particular 



 

 

request, plaiting this knot in a horse's mane lends strength to the request. This warlock said it is a 
benign activity, albeit maybe a bit distressing for the horse owner. 
 

 

Possible Tack Thefts 

The vehicle below and occupants have attended numerous farm yards looking around and taking photos 

on mobile phones.  If they are asked questions they ask about generators. 

The vehicle is FG09JZC Grey Mitsubishi Shogun Elegance DI-D LWBA registered in Mansfield, Nott’s,   

 The following forces have sighted and checked the vehicle.   

Kent, Gloucestershire, Avon & Somerset, Wiltshire, West Mercia 

 

 

The above vehicle was sighted driving round a farm in Bampton (Thames Valley Police) with the 

passenger taking photos on the buildings and surroundings on his mobile phone. The pictures taken were 

taken by the farmer who spoke to the occupants of the vehicle asking them what they were doing. 

According to the farmer both males became abusive and then drove off. 

The vehicle has been sighted in similar circumstances on a couple of other farms in the surrounding area 

of late. Any information regarding the above please contact - 

Wiltshire Police - Tel: 0845 408 7000      ruralcrimeteam@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:ruralcrimeteam@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk


 

 

 

Crime Prevention 

 

Over the last few months, “Crime Prevention Workshops” have been held at 

four Equine stores across the county, where security advice and Tack stamping 

service was provided. 

These have proved to be very popular, with over 50 saddles being security 

stamped, with a unique number.  

This service is free, but a donation towards “Wiltshire Air Ambulance” is 

suggested.  

People have been extremely generous, with donations amounting to a fantastic 

£320 so far. 

Further “workshop” dates will be confirmed in the New Year. 

For “Saddle Stamping” at your livery yard, please contact me to arrange a day. 

Useful links  

www.crimestoppers.co.uk    Telephone 0800 555 111 

www.farmkey.com      Telephone: 0870 870 7107 

www.freezemark.biz       mary@freezemark.biz     for freeze marking for horses 

UK Horsewatch Alliance  www.ukhorsewatch.org.uk 

Stolen Horse Register   www.stolenhorseregister.com 

Property Register                           www.imobilise.com 

www.securedbydesign.com      ACPO accredited Crime Prevention Associations & Firms 

www.selectadna.co.uk        Property Security marking 

http://www.crimestoppers.co.uk/
http://www.farmkey.com/
file://AYSVR/Personal%20Data/OLK1BB9/www.freezemark.biz
mailto:mary@freezemark.biz
http://www.ukhorsewatch.org.uk/
http://www.stolenhorseregister.com/
http://www.imobilise.com/
http://www.securedbydesign.com/
http://www.selectadna.co.uk/


 

 

Rural Crime Team 2009 Operation’s                        

A few updates for you on the last months work and some successful outcomes. 

OP SHOGUN 

We have undertaken a joint operation with Dorset Police which was named Op Shogun; this took 

place on 9th, 15th and 16th December 2009.  This was put together utilizing staff from the Rural 

Crime Team, Neighborhood Policing Teams and also the ANPR Department (Automatic Number 

Plate Recognition), due to the increased number of thefts of Landover’s and thefts from rural 

locations.  During this operation we worked with Farmers and Game Keepers from the Wilton, 

Tisbury and Mere sections. 

The first shift of this operation was very quiet with nothing moving around in Wiltshire or Dorset.  

The second shift saw an increase in vehicles stopped and checked, but no offences.  The third shift 

lead to some good intelligence being gained and also three persons arrested for “Going equipped to 

steal”, and some minor traffic offences.  They are currently on police bail. 

It is difficult to quantify just how many and what offences were prevented just from the extra police 

presence, as there were no reported incidents during this operation. 

RESULTS FOR OP ECSTATIC 

 Op Ecstatic was run to combat the ongoing problem with Hare coursing here are some results 

from the prosecutions that followed. 

Matthew Poyner and Stephen Parker were arrested in the Avebury area – Parker received an adult 

caution and Poyner was charged.  In court Poyner pleaded Guilty to Daytime trespass in Pursuit of 

game and he received the following sentence  

Fine £500.00 

CPS Costs 85.00 

Victim Surcharge £15.00 

 



 

 

Four men and three youths plead guilty to illegal Hunting charge 

There were seven persons arrested on the Wiltshire/Thames Valley Border by Wiltshire Officers and 

they were dealt with by Thames Valley Police.  Below is an extract from the press release following 

their prosecution in court? 

The court heard that on October 18, a Mr Groves, the manager of an unnamed 

Hungerford farm on the Berkshire/Wiltshire border spotted a group of men walking across a nearby field with 

their dogs and called the police after being alerted by a phone call from another farm manager. 

The court heard that the charge was “an extremely serious matter” and carried a maximum fine of £5,000. 

Magistrates released each of the three youths on a 12 month conditional discharge, and imposed £600 fines on 

each of the four men and ordered them to each pay a £15 victim surcharge.” 

ñThe Operation was very successful, which is why weôre doing it again this year, but weôre trying to get the 

public more involved. They need to be our eyes and ears. 

ñWithout a doubt, weôre trying to drive it away from this area.ò 

Hare coursing, which involves setting dogs to chase hares with a view to killing them, was banned under the 

2004 Hunting Act. 

As you can see from the above we are getting very good results in court. But this has also had a positive effect 

on Police Officers too. By undertaking these operations and raising the profile of issues that effect rural areas, 

officers are now more confident to deal with the offenders positively. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from NED! 

Over the festive season why not play the NED Name Game? It’s fun, its free and it’s a bit addictive! 

Rosie, Charlie or Molly – which is the most popular horse name in NED? Because it contains over 1 

million horse passport records, NED can tell us!  

So if you have ever wondered how many other horses there are in the UK with the same name as 

yours go to www.nedonline.co.uk to find out. We think you’ll find yourself looking up much more than 

just your own horse’s name! 

Then, to find out more about other horses with the same name as yours you can login and, if they 

look interesting, you can put them in your Favorites box and keep track of them – and whilst you are 

logged in you can upload a photo and tell everyone a bit more about your own Rosie, Charlie or 

Molly!” 

For the first time ever, NED allows us to get a clear picture across all the horses with UK passports. 

So……Rosie, Charlie, Molly or even Rudolf?  Go to NED and find out how many!  

Best wishes 

The NED Team 

 

NED - helping to PROTECT horses, ponies and their owners 

You have received this email because you consented to receiving marketing messages from National Equine Database Ltd when registering with 

NED.  If you do not wish to receive any further marketing messages from NED you may remove your consent in the myNED section of the NED Online 

website, alternatively, you can email admin@ned.uk.com. 

 

http://www.nedonline.co.uk/
mailto:admin@ned.uk.com?subject=Decline%20further%20NED%20marketing%20messages


 

 

 

 

 

So thank you for all your help this year, keep the information coming in, as without your 

help we won’t get the arrests and successful prosecutions. 

Let’s make 2010 even harder for the criminal’s 

 

 Together we can! 

 

 

ruralcrimeteam@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

0845 408 7000 ext 739817 or mobile: 07968942116 

Voicemail: 08454087000 ext 723 548 

Please inform of any changes i.e. email ï mobile 

 

Stay safe and watchful  

 

 

 

PCSO John Bordiss 

Wiltshire Rural Crime Team 

mailto:ruralcrimeteam@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 


